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KEIKI ” 
KALIKIMAKA 


Celebrating the holiday season 
with drawings from our children 


TODAY’S ARTIST 


Ayden Noborikawa 
4, Holy Nativity School 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Dec. 23 
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PEARL HARBOR ATTACK’S 76TH ANNIVERSARY 


Escapee from 
Kahi Mohala 

inadvertently 
freed by HPD 


after arrest 


Gregory LaBar fled the Ewa Beach 
mental health facility in September 


DENNIS ODA / DODA@STARADVERTISER.COM 


The USS Bowfin Museum, located next to the USS Arizona Memorial visitor center, is celebrating the sub’s 
75th birthday this week. Martin Chagnon did some rust prevention maintenance last week ahead of an ex- 


pected influx of visitors. 


Events again recall 
the ‘Day of Infamy’ 


The USS Bowfin, dubbed 
the “Pearl Harbor Avenger,’ marks 
75 years since its launch 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


n the aftermath of Dec. 7, 1941, much 

of the US. Pacific Fleet surface force 

at Pearl Harbor was in shambles. 

Twenty-one ships, including eight 
battleships, were sunk 


or damaged. 

But the Navy still had Gee 
another weapon to O 
which it could turn. wr 

“Within hours of the b 
attack, Chief of Naval More photos 
Operations Adm. Har- _ 
old Stark ordered, ‘Exe- "© available at 

. ; staradvertiser. 
cute against Japan 
: . com. 
unrestricted air and 
submarine warfare,” 


former Pacific Fleet submarine force com- 
mander Rear Adm. Frederick “Fritz” Roegge 
said in a Navy news story last year. “Our 
submarines were the only forces able to im- 
mediately begin war patrols. They carried 


Please see BOWFIN, A5 


76TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF DEC. 7, 1941 
>> The public is required to 


park at Aloha Stadium 
and board shuttle buses 
to the ceremony at the 
USS Arizona Memorial 
visitor center. Shuttle 
space is available on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis. Details about park- 
ing are available at pearl- 
harborevents.com. 


>> Seating for the ceremony 


is limited. Additional 
seating will be available 
in the theater, where a 
live broadcast of the cer- 
emony will be shown. 


>> USS Arizona Memorial 


programs will run from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
visitor center. Tickets 
will be distributed on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis beginning at 6 a.m. 
No reserved tickets will 
be available. 


Source: National Park Service 


4 of the last 5 
crew members 
of the Arizona 
will attend 
ceremonies 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


Four of the last five crew mem- 
bers of the USS Arizona will be at 
Pearl Harbor on Thursday to com- 
memorate the 76th anniversary of 
the “Day of Infamy” on Dec. 7, 1941. 

Last year, the much-publicized 
75th was, by virtue of the age of 
survivors, the final big hurrah. 

Like other Pearl Harbor survi- 
vors, the five remaining crew of the 
Arizona are in their mid- to upper 
90s. Lauren Bruner is 97, Don Strat- 
ton is 95, Lou Conter is 96, Ken 


Please see VETERANS, A5 


By Leila Fujimori 
lfujimori@staradvertiser.com 


When Honolulu police 
arrested a 36-year-old 
suspected felon on Nov. 
1, he had been on the run 
for more than a month af- 
ter escaping from 
court-ordered custody at 
Kahi Mohala. 

But police released 
Gregory LaBar a day 
later without charges 
and without knowledge 
of his escape the night of 
Sept. 28 from the Ewa 
Beach mental health fa- 
cility. 

The error reveals a se- 
rious lapse in the Hono- 
lulu Police Department’s 
practices and proce- 
dures when it comes to 
escapes. 

“Gregory LaBar’s es- 
cape status should have 
shown up when he was 
arrested,” HPD spokes- 
woman Michelle Yu said 
Monday. “It is unclear 
why it did not, and the 
department is currently 
reviewing the notification 
and reporting proce- 
dures for escapes.” 

LaBar, suspected of 
terroristic threatening 
while shoplifting on 
Kauai, was committed by 
a Kauai circuit judge to 
the custody of the De- 
partment of Health and 
placed in Kahi Mohala 
Behavioral Health after 
being found unfit to 
stand trial. 

After his escape, he 
was arrested for being in 
a Waikiki park after 
hours. That’s when po- 
lice discovered he was 
wanted for a robbery in 
Texas and there was an 
extradition hold on him, 


Please see ESCAPEE, A7 


Gregory 
LaBar’s escape 
status should 
have shown 
up when he 
was arrested. 
It is unclear 
why it did not, 
and the 
department is 
currently 
reviewing the 
notification 
and reporting 
procedures for 
escapes.” 
Michelle Yu 

HPD spokeswoman, 


on the mental 
patient's arrest 


COURTESY HPD 


Gregory 

LaBar: 

He was committed 
to the facility after 
alleged terroristic 
threatening on Kauai 
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TILE <> WAREHOUSE, INC. 


STONE TILE, STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN TILE, POOL TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, GLASS TILE, MOSAICS, AND MORE 
CAMBRIA QUARTZ SLABS 


73-4076 Hulikoa Drive 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 
(808) 329-8855 tel 
(808) 329-5585 fax 


2865 Koapaka Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
(808) 840-8855 tel 
(808) 840-8858 fax 


www.tilewarehousehawaii.com 
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